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Hello Cancer and Environment Network of SWPA,  
 
Below is the August 2021 digest, with new research, news stories, resources, events, and/or 
opportunities relevant to cancer and the environment. As always, we welcome you to share any 
content from your organization or within the region that you would like included in the next 
digest. You can do so by emailing info@censwpa.org. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Molly, Polly, and Talor 

Upcoming Work Group Meetings + Network Announcements 

If you haven’t already, please join a workgroup by adding your name to this list. Having your 
name on this list will ensure that you receive the meeting information each month.  If you are not 
sure of the best fit for your interests/contributions, please send a note to info@censwpa.org and 
we will follow up. 

• Education and Outreach  
o August 5, 10:00 am 

• Community Engagement 
o August 10, 3:00 pm 

• Policy 
o August 19, 10:00 am 

• Science and Support Advisory 
o August 24, 2:00 pm 

Thank you for a successful Declaration release event! 

“Reducing Pollution: Critical Pathway for Cancer Prevention--a Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Declaration” is launched and well on its way to meeting its objectives: to demonstrate broad 
support--via sign-ons--for bold action to reduce environmental chemicals, and to provide a 
framework for doing so within and across sectors.  On July 15th, over 80 people gathered to 
hear from regional and national leaders--many of them directly impacted by cancer--about their 
concerns and motivation for signing the Declaration, which adapts for Southwestern 
Pennsylvania the WHO Austurias Declaration on occupational and environmental cancers. 
 
Outreach by many of you contributed to the success of the event, which attracted at least 50 
people who had not participated before in Network activities and resulted in dozens of new 
endorsements of the Declaration. Many people who signed offered comments; here are two: 

 
“I have been an oncology nurse and NP for the past six years. Some of the most influential people in my 
life ended up being my patients whom I cared for, and who became friends of mine. My work currently 
focuses on providing survivors with optimal quality of life and supportive care throughout treatment, and I 
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hope that there can come a day when we can prevent cancer from occurring altogether. I am eager to 
collaborate with others on how we can create this change in SWPA and nationwide.” 

 
“Reducing environmental toxicants is the single most overlooked strategy for cancer prevention and 
survival. We are attempting to change the hearts and minds of decision makers in both the corporate and 
governmental sectors.” 

 
The event also generated some terrific press coverage. Here is a link to Kristina Marusic’s 
article in Environmental Health News, and here is an Allegheny Front story by Julie Grant. 

If you were not able to join the event or want to listen again, you can find the recording 
here.  We’ll hope to distill this into shorter clips for ongoing use.  

Also be sure to check out the Science Companion Document that was developed in partnership 
with the Science Support and Advisory Working Group. This white paper reviews the scientific 
evidence that underlies the Declaration. We encourage you to use it as a resource in your work 
to help elevate the scientific foundation and rationale for action on environmental risk factors for 
cancer. 

 
We look forward to the work ahead, which is to support groups within or across sectors 
in identifying concrete steps and measurable milestones to advance the priorities in the 
Declaration. We welcome your thoughts and partnership in convening these discussions, 
several of which are underway thanks to Network participants.  

 

Thank you, Talor for your tremendous contributions as Network 
Coordinator 

As the Network leadership team shared last week, Talor Musil has wrapped up her year of 
service as part-time Network Coordinator in order to return full time to her position as Health 
Policy Coordinator for Women for a Healthy Environment (WHE).  We’re grateful to Talor for all 
she has brought to this role: her veteran organizing skills, especially her ability to meet people 
where they are and also nudge them further; her deep commitment to racial equity and 
environmental justice and her openness to learn from others’ experiences; her project 
coordination toolbox and her wise strategic insights.  Thankfully, Talor will remain an active 
member of the Network, in particular the work of the Community Engagement workgroup, but in 
the meantime, please join us in thanking Talor for her contributions as Coordinator by filling her 
in-box with your own appreciations at talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org.  Thank you, 
Talor!  We have loved working with you.   

Recent Research Publications 

Contact Molly (mjacobs@envhealth.net) if you are interested in one of these articles that only 
have the abstract available. She will try to locate it for you.   

• Matich EK, Laryea JA, Seely KA, et al. Association between pesticide exposure and 
colorectal cancer risk and incidence: A systematic review. Ecotoxicol Environ Saf. 2021 
Aug;219:112327.  

• Aguayo F, Boccardo E, Corvalán A, et al. Interplay between Epstein-Barr virus infection 
and environmental xenobiotic exposure in cancer. Infect Agent Cancer. 2021 Jun 
30;16(1):50.  
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• Meloni F, Satta G, Padoan M, et al. Occupational exposure to glyphosate and risk of 
lymphoma:results of an Italian multicenter case-control study. Environ Health. 2021 Apr 
28;20(1):49.  

• Cardona B, Rudel RA. Application of an in Vitro Assay to Identify Chemicals That 
Increase Estradiol and Progesterone Synthesis and Are Potential Breast Cancer Risk 
Factors. Environ Health Perspect. 2021 Jul;129(7):77003. doi: 10.1289/EHP8608. Epub 
2021 Jul 21. 

• Wei W, Wu BJ, Wu Y, et al. Association between long-term ambient air pollution 
exposure and the risk of breast cancer: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Environ 
Sci Pollut Res Int. 2021 Jul 5.  

• Wong JYY, Jones RR, Breeze C, et al. Commute patterns, residential traffic-related air 
pollution, and lung cancer risk in the prospective UK Biobank cohort study. Environ Int. 
2021 Oct;155:106698.  

• Bräuner EV, Lim YH, Koch T, et al.. Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals and Risk of 
Testicular Cancer A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 
2021 Jul 16:dgab523.  

 

Webinars and Events 
 

• August 14th, 3:00pm EDT. Puppets in the Park: Jeghetto’s Homecoming Show. Bring 
the entire family and come celebrate with Tarish “Jeghetto” Pipkins at our Puppets in the 
Park event in his hometown of Clairton. The event will feature the nationally recognized 
puppet master as he manipulates his handmade creations crafted from recycled 
materials. 

o This event will take place in person at Clairton Park (Shelter 3). 
• August 17th, 3:00pm, EDT.  Biological and Socioeconomic Implications of Residential 

Neighborhood Characteristics, sponsored by EPA.  Register for this webinar to learn 

more about how neighborhood factors and air pollution combined may affect health 
outcomes. 

• August 23rd-26th.  International Society for Environmental Epidemiology annual 
conference (virtual): Promoting Environmental Health and Equity in a Shifting Climate. 

• August 26th, 10:00am - 2:00pm EDT. Single-Use Plastics Summit. Hosted by City of 
Pittsburgh Councilperson Erika Strassburger. More details coming soon. 

• September 7th, 9th, 14th and 16th, 7:00-8:30pm EDT. Home Resource Guide 
Community Workshop Series. Hosted by ProtectPT. This series will cover topics 
surrounding oil and gas development, from extraction and production to transportation 
and waste issues. There are 4 sections to mirror the Home Resource Guide, which is a 
binder with resources community members to keep in their homes. 

o Register for the series here. Once you have signed up for a training, make sure 
to pick up a copy of the Home Resource Guide 

o *Please note when you sign up for a workshop series that you are signing up for 
all 4 sessions. These workshops are free, but space is limited. If you are unable 
to register for the series you would like to attend, please email 
mary@protectpt.org. 

• October 13th-15th. 2021 GPNP Summit. The Greater Pittsburgh Nonprofit Partnership 
(GPNP) biennial Summit offers an opportunity to connect 1,200+ attendees with 
pertinent resources; identify and develop cross-sectoral strategies for nonprofit 
organizations, local businesses, and the public sector; and empower individuals as well 
as organizations to collaborate, advocate, and act. 

o More information for attendees can be found here. 
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Recent Reports and Resources 
 
Reports: 

• Fracking with “Forever Chemicals”: Records Indicate Oil and Gas Firms Injected PFAS 
into More than 1,200 Wells Since 2012; EPA Approved Chemical for Oil and Gas 
Operations Despite PFAS Concerns. Released on July 12, 2021 by Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. 

• A Hot Fracking Mess: How Weak Regulation of Oil and Gas Production Leads to 
Radioactive Waste in Our Water, Air and Communities. Released in July 2021 by 
Natural Resources Defense Council.  

 
Recordings: 

• Pittsburgh - A Tale of Two Cities. An Air Quality Town Hall. Recorded July 28th, 2021. 
This was the third virtual Resident-Led Town Hall. The event featured health experts on 
our region's air quality. 

 
Resources: 

• Environmental Chemicals and Cancer: A Science Companion Document. Released by 
the Cancer and Environment Network of SWPA in July 2021. The purpose of this 
document is to provide additional information about the scientific evidence which 
underlies the Declaration.  

 

Funding Opportunities (beyond the region) 
 

• National Priorities: Water Innovation, Science, And Engagement to Advance Water 
Reuse Request for Applications (RFA) 

o COVID-19 Update: EPA is providing flexibilities to applicants experiencing 
challenges related to COVID-19. Please see the Flexibilities Available to 
Organizations Impacted by COVID-19 clause in Section IV of EPA’s Solicitation 
Clauses. 

o Information Webinar: August 5, 2021 
o Deadline: September 29, 2021 

• Addressing the Etiology of Health Disparities and Health Advantages Among Immigrant 
Populations  

o Deadline: October 5, 2021  
• Addressing Health Disparities Among Immigrant Populations Through Effective 

Interventions 
o Deadline: October 5, 2021 

• Transition to Independent Environmental Health Research (TIEHR) Career Award. 
o Deadline: October 12, 2021 

• Pioneering Ideas: Exploring the Future to Build a Culture of Health. What dramatic 
changes might we see in the next 5 to 15 years? What can we do today to create a 
better, more equitable tomorrow?  We seek to answer these questions, anticipate the 
future, and support unconventional approaches and breakthrough ideas that can help 
lead the way to a future where everyone in the United States can live their healthiest life 
possible. 

o Deadline: Open 
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News — Stories Relating to Environmental Cancer Risks and 
Solutions  

Cancer Prevention 
• Environmental Health News - The “twin crises” of high cancer rates and exposure to 

toxics in Pittsburgh (July 15, 2021) 
• The Washington Post - The total health and climate consequences of the American food 

system cost three times as much as the food itself (July 16, 2021) 
• Allegheny Front - Southwestern Pennsylvania Network Takes on ‘Unnecessary’ 

Environmental Risks for Cancer (July 19, 2021) 

 
Air Pollution  

• Pittsburgh Business Times - U.S. Steel faces lawsuit alleging 12,000 Clean Air Act 
violations (July 2, 2021) 

• The Allegheny Front - Environmental Groups Seek Pre-Trial Ruling Against U.S. Steel 
(July 2, 2021) 

• Public News Service - Study Details Health Implications of PA Coke-Plant Fire (July 7, 
2021) 

• Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Public can weigh in on Allegheny County's plan for air quality 
monitoring (July 12, 2021) 

• E&E News - A Rust Belt city debates a growing plastic future (July 22, 2021) 
• PittsburghCityPaper - Pittsburgh’s air quality in 2021 on pace to have one of worst years 

in recent history (July 29, 2021) 
• The Allegheny Front - Town Hall Calls Attention to Pittsburgh to Pittsburgh Air Quality 

Problems (July 29, 2021) 
• Scientific American - Electric School Buses Reduce Pollution, But New Infrastructure 

Deal Slashed Funding (July 30, 2021) 

 
Environmental Justice 

• Environmental Health News - Black and Latinx hairdressers exposed to high levels of 
phthalates (July 1, 2021) 

 
Pesticides 

• The Guardian - Corporate studies asserting herbicide safety show many flaws, new 
analysis finds (July 2, 2021) 

• Bloomberg - Monsanto Told to Pay Teachers $185 Million Over PCB Exposure (July 27, 
2021) 

• Environmental Health News - Bayer to replace glyphosate from US lawn products by 
2023 (July 30, 2021) 

 
PFAS 

• The Intercept - Whistleblowers Exposure Corruption in EPA Chemical Safety Office (July 
2, 2021) 

• KDKA - Hundreds In McKeesport Still Being Told Not To Use Water After Possible 
Contamination (July 17, 2021) 

• The Tube City Almanac - Water Still Off-Limits for 10th Ward Residents (July 17, 2021) 
• New York Times - E.P.A. Approved Toxic Chemicals for Fracking a Decade Ago, New 

Files Show (July 12, 2021) 
• The Guardian - Maine bans toxic ‘forever chemicals’ under groundbreaking new law 

(July 15, 2021) 
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• The Seattle Times - Seattle study of breast milk from 50 women finds chemical used in 
food wrappers, firefighting foam (July 18, 2021) 

• Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Officials have no timeline on end to McKeesport water 
contamination (July 20, 2021) 

• E&E News - ‘Burden falls on exposed people’ as EPA weighs PFAS rules (July 21, 
2021) 

• mLive - Pentagon failing to study firefighter PFAS exposure, says internal audit (July 28, 
2021) 

• The Tube City Almanac - Water Flushing, Testing Continues in 10th Ward (July 28, 
2021) 

• WESA - DEP To Propose Limits On PFAS-Family Chemicals That It Says Balance Cost 
And Public Health (July 29, 2021) 

 
Consumer Products 

• Reuters - Pharmacies pull J&J sunscreens off shelves after carcinogen found in some 
sprays (July 15, 2021) 

• Environmental Health News - Breast cancer: Hundreds of chemicals identified as 
potential risk factors (July 22, 2021) 

 
Petrochemical/Oil and Gas 

• Spotlight PA - Philadelphia and Pittsburgh move ahead with plastic bag bans as 
Pennsylvania’s preemption nears its end (June 29, 2021) 

• Rolling Stone - The Oil and Gas Industry Produces Radioactive Waste. Lots of It (July 
21, 2021) 

• StateImpact Pennsylvania - DEP to require landfills to test for radioactivity from fracking 
waste (July 26, 2021) 

• StateImpact Pennsylvania - Group says tighter radiation controls of drilling waste 
needed (July 22, 2021)  

 
Policy/General 

• PittsburghCityPaper - Single-use plastics ban cleared for Pa. cities as Pittsburgh moves 
to eliminate plastic bags (July 1, 2021) 

 

See something that you would like to share with the network? Submit them for the September 

2021 Digest by emailing info@censwpa.org.  
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