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Hello Cancer and Environment Network of SWPA,  
 
Below is the June 2021 digest, with new research, news stories, resources, events, and/or 
opportunities relevant to cancer and the environment. As always, we welcome you to share any 
content from your organization or within the region that you would like included in the next 
digest. You can do so by emailing Talor (talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org). 
 
Thank you, 
 
Talor, Molly and Polly 
 

Upcoming Work Group Meetings 

If you haven’t already, please join a workgroup by adding your name to this list. Having your 
name on this list will ensure that you receive the meeting information each month. 

● Education and Outreach  
○ June 3, 10:00 am 

● Community Engagement 
○ June 8, 3:00 pm 

● Policy 
○ June 17, 10:00 am 

● Science and Support Advisory 
○ June 22, 2:00 pm 

Recent Research Publications 

Contact Molly (mjacobs@envhealth.net) if you are interested in one of these articles that only 
have the abstract available. She will try to locate it for you.   

● Myers DJ, Hoppin P, Jacobs M, Clapp R, Kriebel D. Letter to the Editor: Cancer rates 
not explained by smoking: how to investigate a single county. Environ Health. 2021 May 
21;20(1):62. (Note: this analysis focuses on Allegheny County, concluding that under a 
scenario of complete elimination of smoking, many fewer lung cancers would have been 
prevented in Allegheny County than in other counties in the country, raising the question: 
what else is contributing to the County’s elevated cancer rates?) 

● White AJ. Invited Perspective: Air Pollution and Breast Cancer Risk: Current State of the 
Evidence and Next Steps. Environ Health Perspect. 2021 May;129(5):51302. 



  

 

● Gabet S, Lemarchand C, Guénel P, et al. Breast Cancer Risk in Association with 
Atmospheric Pollution Exposure: A Meta-Analysis of Effect Estimates Followed by a 
Health Impact Assessment. Environ Health Perspect. 2021 May;129(5):57012.  

● Matich EK, Laryea JA, Seely KA, et al. Association between pesticide exposure and 
colorectal cancer risk and incidence: A systematic review. Ecotoxicol Environ Saf. 2021 
May 21;219:112327. doi: 10.1016/j.ecoenv.2021.112327.  

● Shallis RM, Weiss JJ, Deziel NC, et al. A clandestine culprit with critical consequences: 
Benzene and acute myeloid leukemia. Blood Rev. 2021 May;47:100736.  

● Ciabattini M, Rizzello E, Lucaroni F, et al. Systematic review and meta-analysis of recent 
high-quality studies on exposure to particulate matter and risk of lung cancer. Environ 
Res. 2021 May;196:110440. 

● Jolliet O, Huang L, Hou P, et al. High Throughput Risk and Impact Screening of 
Chemicals in Consumer Products. Risk Anal. 2021 Apr;41(4):627-644. 

 

 
Webinars and Events 

● June 2, 1pm EDT.  The Circular Economy and Circularity: Unpacking Furniture and 
Beyond, a panel discussion will explore how sectors can embrace circularity and the 
circular economy, through the lens of the furniture industry.  

○ Register here. 
● June 3, 9-11am EDT.  Social Economy Solutions: Towards Zero Pollution. A European 

Union Partner event with a main panel 9:20-10:20: “Social Economy examples of 
working for people and planet: Reducing pollution while keeping profits local, ensuring 
equality and a fair society.”  

○ Register here. 
● June 9, 12-1pm and 7-8pm EDT. Our Right to Clean Air: a Resident Led Town Hall - A 

Region in Decline? This is the second Resident-Led Town Hall, to continue the 
discussion on a vision of the Mon Valley beyond U.S. Steel. This discussion will be 
hosted twice: first at noon and then at 7pm. If you plan to attend in the evening, be sure 
to email Howard Rieger at hmrieger@gmail.com and indicate you prefer a later time. 

○ Register here. 
● June 10, 12-1pm EDT. This next session in EPA’s Environmental Justice (EJ) and 

Systemic Racism Speaker Series will focus on California EPA’s (CalEPA) Pollution and 
Prejudice project, in which “...CalEPA's racial equity team designed a set of tools to 
explore the connection between racist land use practices of the 1930s and the 
persistence of environmental injustice. Understanding how environmental conditions are 
informed by legacy land use practices helps CalEPA to ensure equitable access to clean 
air, water, and land for all Californians through policy development and implementation.” 

○ Register and access previous sessions here. 
● June 22nd, 6:00-7:30pm EDT & June 26th, 11:00am-1:00pm. GASP’s Clean Air Fair. 

Hosted by GASP. These events will feature a puppet show from Dave English, a 
Pittsburgh-area artist and educator who uses hand puppetry to engage and enlighten 
young audiences about the importance of clean air. 



  

 

○ Register here for the June 22nd event at the Vandergrift Public Library. 
○ Find more info here about the June 26th event at Les Getz Memorial Park. 

● June 26th, 9am-6pm EDT. Energizing Futures, Cultivating Change: Youth for 
Appalachian Climate Justice Conference. Join the Youth for Appalachian Climate Justice 
(YACJ) coalition at their inaugural conference. The event will include youth-led 
workshops on radical environmentalism and radical organizing skills, as well as 
relationship-building and networking as they build a coalition of youth climate leaders. 

○ Register here. 
 

Recent Reports and Resources 
Reports: 

● Cleaner Cars for PA: How the Zero-Emission Vehicle Program Would Cut Climate and 
Air Pollution in the Keystone State. Released May 6, 2021 by PennEnvironment’s 
Research and Policy Center. 

 
Recordings: 

● Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals and Shale Gas Development. Recorded 5/18/21.  
Hosted by the Southwest Environmental Health Project and Halt the Harm Network, the 
webinar was moderated by Ned Ketyer, MD., and included presentations by Chris 
Kassotis (Wayne State University) and Laura Vandenberg (University of Massachusetts 
Amherst).  This webinar discusses various health outcomes, including the potential for 
endocrine disrupters to contribute to cancers. 

● The State of Environmental Health in Pennsylvania. Recorded 5/27/21. This 
presentation provides an overview of the key findings and recommendations of this 
Women for a Healthy Environment report. The goal of the white paper was to collect 
information in a consistent manner in order to assess the types of environmental 
hazards and health risks in public school facilities, examine the levels at which these 
schools are taking action, and identify opportunities to prioritize funding and public health 
solutions.  

 
Resources: 

● The PFAS-Tox Database was created by a collaborative group of scientists at the 
Natural Resources Defense Council and the Endocrine Disruption Exchange to provide 
easy access to health and toxicology data on PFAS. The database currently includes 29 
of the most commonly studied PFAS mapped to 15 health outcome categories. 
Systematic review methods were used to search, select, and extract data from over 740 
studies of PFAS in humans, animals, and cells. For initial thoughts from authors see this 
blog.  

● The Cancer Free Economy Network has added Spanish subtitles to two videos: one on 
childhood cancer and the other a Call to Action from public health leaders.   
 

Funding Opportunities (beyond the region) 

● Addressing the Etiology of Health Disparities and Health Advantages Among Immigrant 
Populations  



  

 

○ Deadline: June 5 and October 5, 2021  
● Addressing Health Disparities Among Immigrant Populations Through Effective 

Interventions 
○ Deadline: June 5 and October 5, 2021 

● Systems for Action: Systems and Services Research to Build a Culture of Health 
○ Deadline: June 9, 2021 

● Transition to Independent Environmental Health Research (TIEHR) Career Award. 
○ Deadline: June 12 and October 12, 2021 

● Center for Health, Environment and Justice Small Grants Program 
○ Deadline: June 25, 2021 
○ Webinar for questions: June 4, 2021.  Register for webinar here. 

● Leadership and Management of the RWJF Culture of Health Prize. The Prize program 
works to elevate the cities, counties, tribes, regions, and rural towns that are working at 
the forefront of advancing health, opportunity, and equity…Narrative change is the main 
emphasis of the Prize program. Narratives shape understanding about what healthy, 
equitable communities are and how they may be created. The Prize program seeks to 
change today’s dominant narrative—from the stories in the media to ways policymakers 
describe solutions—which emphasizes that opportunities for health are defined by 
individual choices or chance, not the structural conditions and policies that create those 
opportunities. 

○ Deadline: June 30, 2021 
● Pioneering Ideas: Exploring the Future to Build a Culture of Health. What dramatic 

changes might we see in the next 5 to 15 years? What can we do today to create a 
better, more equitable tomorrow?  We seek to answer these questions, anticipate the 
future, and support unconventional approaches and breakthrough ideas that can help 
lead the way to a future where everyone in the United States can live their healthiest life 
possible. 

○ Deadline: Open 

News — Stories Relating to Environmental Cancer Risks and 
Solutions  

Cancer Prevention 
● E&E News - Biden's 'end cancer' pledge begs for environmental oversight (May 4, 2021) 

 

Air Pollution  
● Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Allegheny County proposal would require polluters to reduce 

pollution during unfavorable weather (May 5, 2021) 
● WTAE - Emsworth residents calling for change following scrap yard fire in Neville Island 

(May 6, 2021) 
● WTAE - Mon Valley pollution watches and warnings discussed by county board of health 

(May 6, 2021) 
● Environmental Health News - U.S. Steel abandons clean tech plans in Pittsburgh region 

following damning health study (May 6, 2021) 
 



  

 

 

Environmental Justice 
● Environmental Health News - Ridding health care of environmental injustices and toxic 

chemicals (May 26, 2021) 
 

Water Pollution 
● NJ Spotlight News - South Jersey residents sue chemical companies over ‘public health 

catastrophe’ (May 24, 2021) 
 

Pesticides 
● Bloomberg Law - New York lawmakers move to ban pesticides at summer camps (May 

20, 2021) 
● Bay Journal - ‘Forever chemicals’ found in mosquito spray (May 26, 2021) 
● Environmental Health News - Judge kills Bayer’s plan to limit future Roundup legal 

liability, issues harsh criticism (May 27, 2021) 
 

PFAS 
● The Guardian - Chemical giants hid dangers of ‘forever chemicals’ in food packaging 

(May 12, 2021) 
● The Philadelphia Inquirer - Delaware County sues chemical makers over PFAS 

contamination at three fire facilities (May 18, 2021) 
● Mamavation - 65% of period underwear tested could be contaminated with PFAS 

chemicals (May 24, 2021) 
 

Consumer Products 
● EPA - EPA researchers investigate the impacts of everyday products on air quality (May 

4, 2021) 
● Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Pittsburgh likely to consider single-use plastic bag ban this 

summer (May 4, 2021) 
● Environmental Health News - Fertility & environmental justice: A conversation with 

Shanna Swan and Annie Hoang (May 5, 2021) 
○ Listen to EHN’s Agents of Change in Environmental Justice podcast episode 

here. 
● Live Science - Cancer-causing chemical found in 78 sunscreen products (May 27, 2021) 
● ABC News - Johnson & Johnson asks high court to void $2B talc verdict (May 31, 2021) 

 

Petrochemical/Oil and Gas 
● Trib Live - Hampton approves resolution to discourage use of coal tar (May 7, 2021) 
● Trib Live - Citizen group appeals to Commonwealth Court to overturn Murrysville 

fracking ordinance (May 11, 2021) 
● Environmental Health News - What do politicians have to say about 'Fractured?' (May 

13, 2021) 
● WKBN - Pa. lawmakers want stricter regulations on fracking (May 26, 2021) 
● Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Network of companies looking to move fracking wastewater in 

barges up and down Pittsburgh’s rivers (May 31, 2021) 
 



  

 

See something that you would like to share with the network? Send updates to Talor for the July 
2021 Digest by emailing talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


