
  

 

Cancer and Environment Network of SWPA 
 
Monthly Digest 
 
JANUARY 2021 
 
Hello SWPA Cancer and Environment Network,  
 
Happy New Year!  
 
Below is the first monthly digest of 2021. We invite you to share new research, news stories, 
resources, events, and/or opportunities relevant to cancer and the environment for the next 
digest by emailing Talor (talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org). 
 
Thank you and be well, 
 
Talor, Molly and Polly 
 

Upcoming Work Group Meetings 

If you haven’t already, please join a workgroup by adding your name to this list. Having your 
name on this list will ensure that you receive the call-in information each month. 

● Education and Outreach  
○ January 7, 10:00 am 

● Community Engagement 
○ January 12, 3:00 pm 

● Policy 
○ January 21, 10:00 am 

● Science and Support Advisory 
○ January 26, 2:00 pm 

Recent Research Publications/Research Commentaries 

Contact Molly (mjacobs@envhealth.net) if you are interested in one of these articles that only 
have the abstract available. She will try to locate it for you.   

● Grubert E. Fossil electricity retirement deadlines for a just transition. Science. 2020 Dec 
4;370(6521):1171-1173.  

● Zare Sakhvidi MJ, Lequy E, Goldberg M, et al. Air pollution exposure and bladder, kidney 
and urinary tract cancer risk: A systematic review. Environ Pollut. 2020 Dec;267:115328. doi: 
10.1016/j.envpol.2020.115328. Epub 2020 Aug 20.  

● White AJ, Gregoire AM, Niehoff NM, et al. Air pollution and breast cancer risk in the Black 
Women's Health Study. Environ Res. 2020 Dec 30:110651.  



  

 

○ Note, it is important to review this study in line with prior research on the topic of 
breast cancer and air pollution. The strongest risk appears to be associated with 
early life exposures, which the above study did not address. We have learned from 
prior research on breast cancer and environmental exposures that timing of exposure 
is extremely relevant to the question of risk. See for example: 

■ Shmuel S, White AJ, Sandler DP. Residential exposure to vehicular traffic-
related air pollution during childhood and breast cancer risk. Environ Res. 
2017 Nov;159:257-263. doi: 10.1016/j.envres.2017.08.015. Epub 2017 Aug 
17. PMID: 28823803; PMCID: PMC5718152. 

■ Bonner MR, Han D, Nie J, Rogerson P, Vena JE, Muti P, Trevisan M, Edge 
SB, Freudenheim JL. Breast cancer risk and exposure in early life to 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons using total suspended particulates as a 
proxy measure. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev. 2005 Jan;14(1):53-60. 

● Chu H, Xin J, Yuan Q, Wu Y, et al. A prospective study of the associations among fine 
particulate matter, genetic variants, and the risk of colorectal cancer. Environ Int. 2020 Dec 
15;147:106309.  

● Lerro CC, Beane Freeman LE, DellaValle CT, et al. Pesticide exposure and incident thyroid 
cancer among male pesticide applicators in agricultural health study. Environ Int. 2021 
Jan;146:106187. doi: 10.1016/j.envint.2020.106187. Epub 2020 Oct 27.  

● Zhu Y, McKeon TP, Tam V, et al.  Geographic Differences in Lung Cancer Incidence: A 
Study of a Major Metropolitan Area within Southeastern Pennsylvania. Int J Environ Res 
Public Health. 2020 Dec 18;17(24):9498. 

● Vardoulakis S, Giagloglou E, Steinle S, Davis A, et al. Indoor Exposure to Selected Air 
Pollutants in the Home Environment: A Systematic Review. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 
2020 Dec 2;17(23):8972. doi: 10.3390/ijerph17238972.  

 

Webinars and Events 
 
Webinar:  

● January 13th, 1:00-1:45pm EST - An introduction to the "essential use" concept 
and its application to PFAS. Hosted by the Collaborative on Health and the Environment 
and featuring Ian Cousins, PhD, Department of Environmental Science, Stockholm 
University, Sweden. Dr. Cousins will discuss the “essential use” concept, which was 
developed to determine when uses of hazardous chemicals have an essential function in 
modern society, and when they do not, as means of speeding up their phase out from 
society. In this presentation, he will describe the concept of “essential use” which was based 
on an existing approach described in the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer. He will then show how the concept can be applied to the many uses of per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances, also known as PFAS. 

○ Register HERE. 
Events: 

● January 12th, 1-5pm EST - 2021 Strategy Summit: Securing a New Deal that Works 
for Us. Reimagine Appalachia is hosting a discussion on how to achieve a 21st Century 
sustainable Appalachia and shared prosperity in the region. The summit will begin with a 
panel on the national political landscape. Speakers will include: Michael Ettlinger, Director at 



  

 

Carsey School of Public Policy, University of New Hampshire and former Vice President for 
Economic Policy at the Center for American Progress; Collin O'Mara, CEO of National 
Wildlife Federation; Roxanne Brown, International Vice President for United Steelworkers; 
and Margarida Jorge, Executive Director, Health Care for America Now. 

○ Register HERE. 
● February 3rd-5th, 2021 - AACR Virtual Meeting: COVID-19 and Cancer. Following the 

success of the first AACR COVID-19 and Cancer meeting in July, 2020, this meeting will 
explore the latest research into vaccines and treatment advances in the global fight against 
the pandemic, and its effects on cancer patients. Please note, there is a fee for meeting 
registration.  

○ For more information, including registration, see HERE. 
● January 18th, 8:30am-12:30pm or 2-6pm EST - Radon Training for K-12 Schools 

and Childcare Centers--1,000 Hours Initiative. Green Building Alliance and Women for 
a Healthy Environment are offering a PreK-12 Radon Testing Course to celebrate National 
Radon Action Month. This four-hour course will be offered twice (8:30am-12:30pm and 2pm-
6pm) and is for any school facility directors, assistant facility directors, maintenance 
personnel, or tradespeople who work in K-12 schools or childcare centers. The training will 
provide an overview of the radon testing process and provide all needed training, resources, 
and guidance to conduct your own testing. The program is primarily open to school facilities 
located in Allegheny County with some spaces open for other counties. The cost of the 
course is $15, but they are happy to waive the fee when requested. Radon tests for school 
buildings will be included in the course participation.  

○ Register HERE. 
 

Recent Reports and Resources 

Reports: 
● Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and 

Harms of Fracking (Unconventional Gas and Oil Extraction), released by Concerned 
Health Professionals of New York and Physicians for Social Responsibility on December 
14, 2020. This report tracks, assembles, and analyzes key trends in the rapidly growing 
body of evidence about health, climate, and environmental justice consequences of 
drilling, fracking, and associated infrastructure. This examination of nearly 2,000 academic 
studies, government reports, and investigative reporting finds that drilling, fracking, and the 
entire fracked oil and gas cycle impose grave harms to human health and well-being and that 
those problems cannot be mitigated. More information about the report can be found here. 

● Plastics, EDCs & Health: A Guide for Public Interest Organizations and Policy-
Makers on Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals & Plastics, released by the Endocrine 
Society and IPEN (International Pollutants Elimination Network) in December 2020. The 
report reviews 30 years of research on how plastics pose a threat to public health because 
they contain a host of hazardous, endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) that leach and 
contaminate humans and the environment. You can access the full report here. 

● WHAT’S COOKING? PFAS and Other Chemical Hazards in Nonstick Cooking and 
Baking Pans, released by Ecology Center and HealthyStuff Lab in December 2020. They 



  

 

lab tested 24 nonstick cookware, and found PFAS in many of the pans (and also BPA and 
other chemicals). You can read the full report here.  

Resources: 
● Podcast: “If Only I Would’ve Known” Oil & Gas Whistleblowers Speak Out About Exposure 

to Radioactivity on Fracking Jobs by Public Herald. December 2020. You can listen to the 
story or read the transcript here.  

● Free Home Radon Screening: In honor of Radon Action Month, we are sharing American 
Lung Association and PA DEP’s Radon Test Kits that are free for households in target 
counties across Pennsylvania, including Allegheny. A home testing kit with directions will be 
mailed directly to your home and results are returned within 2-4 weeks. More information on 
this resource can be found here.  

Funding Opportunities  

● The American Public Health Association’s National Environmental Health Partnership 
Council is offering an environmental justice mini grant and technical assistance program. 
Grants will be awarded at $10,000 each!  See announcement below; 
https://apha.org/news-and-media/news-releases/apha-news-releases/2020/nehp-council-
grants-program  

 

In the News — Stories Relating to Environmental Cancer Risks and 
Solutions  

Air Pollution  
● Reuters - Special Report: U.S. air monitors routinely miss pollution - even refinery explosions 

(December 1, 2020) 
● The Daily Climate - Winter inversions threaten to increase air pollution, COVID-19 risks 

(December 10, 2020) 
● Pittsburgh Post Gazette - Mon Valley air bad again (December 11, 2020) 
● Bloomberg CityLab - Did Covid Lockdowns Really Clear the Air? (December 21, 2020) 
● National Geographic - Clean Air Act has saved millions of lives and trillions of dollars 

(December 30, 2020) 
 
Environmental Justice 

● E&E News - Pollution, poverty and pandemic: A community on edge (December 14, 2020) 
● Politico - Biden to tap North Carolina environmental regulator Regan to head EPA 

(December 17, 2020) 
 
Safer Alternatives  

● Yale Environment 360 - In Boost for Renewables, Grid-Scale Battery Storage Is on the Rise 
(December 15, 2020) 

● The Guardian: All that glitters: UK retailers shift away from plastic Christmas (December 22, 
2020) 



  

 

● National Public Radio - Pennsylvania is on the cusp of a solar energy boom: some 
communities want to fight it. (December 23, 2020) 

● National Public Radio - Pennsylvania’s alternative energy goals set to flatline next year 
unless legislature acts (December 30, 2020) 

● PR Newswire - GC3 Applauds Enactment of Sustainable Chemistry R&D Act (January 4, 
2021) 

 
Pesticides 

● WHYY - Philly parks are going organic with ban on synthetic weed-killers (December 3, 
2020) 

● Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting - Midwest Center sensors find potentially 
hazardous pesticides near schools, parks and homes (December 17, 2020) 

 
PFAS 

● Public Source - PFAS chemicals are ubiquitous. A Pitt scientist is working to protect you from 
thousands of types at once (December 1, 2020) 

● The Intercept - PFAS Chemical Associated with Severe COVID-19 (December 7, 2020) 
● Best Life - Amazon Just Banned These Products in the U.S. (December 9, 2020)  
● The Intercept - Toxic PFAS Chemicals Discovered in Hundreds of Products (December 9, 

2020) 
● Ensia - From Alaska to Florida, Harmful PFAS Compounds Pollute Water at Multiple Sites in 

Every State (December 16, 2020) 
● StarTribune - Investigation targets discharges of next-generation 'forever chemicals' from 

3M's Cottage Grove plant (December 18, 2020) 
 
Consumer Products 

● Business Insider Australia - Asbestos, a toxic mineral linked to cancer, was found in eye 
shadow and a children's makeup kit (December 8, 2020) 

● c&en - US EPA to regulate dry cleaning solvent (December 16, 2020) 
● Environmental Health News - Op-ed: How the FDA ignores the law when approving new 

chemical additives to food (December 23, 2020) 
● Independent - Antibiotics banned in UK but fed to US animals ‘may undermine drugs for 

cancer, Covid and infections’ (December 31, 2020) 
 
Petrochemical/Oil and Gas 

● Ensia - In the northern Great Plains, a search for ways to protect drinking water from fossil 
fuel industry pollution (December 1, 2020) 

● State Impact - Families and advocates criticize Pa.’s fracking health studies (December 1, 
2020) 

● The Inquirer - Contentious N.J. river terminal to export fracked Pa. natural gas gets final 
approval (December 9, 2020) 

● Pittsburgh Post Gazette - Review of shale gas well at Edgar Thomson steel mill site 
suspended (December 10, 2020) 

● Reuters -  Shell to write down assets again, taking cuts to more than $22 billion (December 
21, 2020) 



  

 

● Pittsburgh Business Times - $2.5M state grant funds health research into natural gas drilling 
(December 22, 2020) 

● Pittsburgh Post Gazette - Pitt to lead shale gas health study looking at possible ties to 
childhood cancers (December 22, 2020) 

● Pittsburgh Post Gazette - State Pipeline Regulators Reach Deal with Energy Transfer for 
Pipeline Blast (December 22, 2020)  

● StateImpact Pennsylvania - Top stories of 2020: The fight over RGGI (December 31, 2020) 
 
Workplaces 

● Chemical and Engineering News - Is the end near for chrysotile asbestos? (December 31, 
2020) 

See something that you would like to share with the network? Send updates to Talor for the 
February 2021 Digest by emailing talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


