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FEBRUARY 2021 
 
Hello SWPA Cancer and Environment Network,  
 
Happy February, which is both National Cancer Prevention Month and Black History Month! 
Below is this month’s digest, with new research, news stories, resources, events, and/or 
opportunities relevant related to cancer and the environment. As always, we welcome you to 
share any content from your organization or within the region that you would like included in the 
next digest. You can do so by emailing Talor (talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org). 
 
Thank you, 
 
Talor, Molly and Polly 
 

Upcoming Work Group Meetings 

If you haven’t already, please join a workgroup by adding your name to this list. Having your 
name on this list will ensure that you receive the meeting information each month. 

● Education and Outreach  
○ February 4, 10:00 am 

● Community Engagement 
○ February 9, 3:00 pm 

● Policy 
○ February 18, 10:00 am 

● Science and Support Advisory 
○ February 23, 2:00 pm 

Recent Research Publications/Research Commentaries 

Contact Molly (mjacobs@envhealth.net) if you are interested in one of these articles that only 
have the abstract available. She will try to locate it for you.   

● Alsen M, Sinclair C, Cooke P, et al. Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals and Thyroid Cancer: An 
Overview. Toxics. 2021 Jan 19;9(1):14. doi: 10.3390/toxics9010014. 

● Deziel NC, Warren JL, Huang H, et al. Exposure to polychlorinated biphenyls and 
organochlorine pesticides and thyroid cancer in connecticut women. Environ Res. 2021 
Jan;192:110333. doi: 10.1016/j.envres.2020.110333. Gauer B, Sauer E, Nascimento S, et al. 
Cellular response to chemicals present in air pollution in occupationally exposed workers and 



  

 

its potential cancer susceptibility. Chemosphere. 2021 Jan;263:127857. doi: 
10.1016/j.chemosphere.2020.127857.  

● Hvidtfeldt UA, Severi G, Andersen ZJ, et al. Long-term low-level ambient air pollution 
exposure and risk of lung cancer - A pooled analysis of 7 European cohorts. Environ Int. 
2021 Jan;146:106249. doi: 10.1016/j.envint.2020.106249.  

● Lerro CC, Beane Freeman LE, DellaValle CT, et al. Pesticide exposure and incident thyroid 
cancer among male pesticide applicators in agricultural health study. Environ Int. 2021 
Jan;146:106187. doi: 10.1016/j.envint.2020.106187.  

● Singh VK, Pal R, Srivastava P, et al. Exposure of androgen mimicking environmental 
chemicals enhances proliferation of prostate cancer (LNCaP) cells by inducing AR 
expression and epigenetic modifications. Environ Pollut. 2021 Jan 2;272:116397. doi: 
10.1016/j.envpol.2020.116397.  
 

Webinars and Events 

● February 2nd, 2-3pm EST - Accelerating Decarbonization of the U.S. Energy System: 
Public Briefing. A public briefing webinar by the The National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine on a new report that outlines the key technological and socio-
economic goals that must be achieved to reach net-zero carbon emissions in the U.S. by 
2050. Critical near-term policies needed for the decarbonization effort will be discussed. 

○ Register HERE. 
● February 3rd, 10:30am EST - Critical Condition: “The Shale Crescent” and the Dream 

of an Appalachian Petrochemical Boom. The Ohio River Valley Institute is hosting a panel 
of experts from economics, policymaking, and the petrochemical industry to discuss the 
future of regional petrochemical development. 

○ Register HERE to attend and receive a recording following the event. 
● February 4th - National Cancer Prevention Day/World Cancer Day.   

○ Less Cancer, one of the organizations that advocated for the marking of National 
Cancer Prevention Day, is hosting an all-day event which will include a series of 
presentations and panels.  SWPA Network allies speaking include Nse Obot 
Witherspoon, Children’s Environmental Health Network; Phil Johnson, Heinz 
Endowments; Polly Hoppin, Lowell Center for Sustainable Production. Other 
environment-focused presentations include a PFAS panel and remarks by Mona 
Hanna-Attisha (pediatrician in Flint, MI.)  

○ The Cancer Free Economy Network will be marking this day with the release of a 
mini-documentary on Margaret Kripke, produced by Cindy McKoewn. Links will be 
live on February 4th. 

● February 4th, 7:30pm EST - Making the Connection: Fracking, Plastic and People’s 
Health. Join a discussion about the connections between fracking and plastic production and 
disposal; how raising awareness about harmful health impacts can strengthen local and 
global struggles against this chain of extractive processes. Speakers will include the SWPA 
Environmental Health Project and the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives. This 
webinar is organized by the Extractive Industry Circle of the People’s Health Movement 
(PHM) and Hesperian Health Guides. Spanish and French language interpretation will be 
available if requested in advance at hesperian@hesperian.org. 

○ Register HERE. 



  

 

● February 8th-11th, 10am-1pm EST - Conducting Evaluations of Evidence that are 
Transparent, Timely and Lead to Health-Protective Actions. This workshop is free, but 
through invitation only, so if you like to attend any of the four days please view the Agenda 
and register online here. 

● February 13th, 11am-2pm EST - Story of Plastic Film Screening and Panel Discussion. 
Promote PT is hosting a film screening of the Story of Plastic followed by a panel discussion 
with Stiv Wilson, Patty Demarco, and anaïs peterson. The Story of Plastic presents a 
cohesive timeline of how we got to our current global plastic pollution crisis and how the oil 
and gas industry has successfully manipulated the narrative around it.  

○ Register HERE. 

Recent Reports and Resources 

Reports: 
● 2020 NGO & Foundation Transparency Report Card, released by Green 2.0, a 

campaign that tracks racial and gender diversity in the environmental movement, on 
January 14, 2021. This year’s results show measurable increases in people of color and 
women on staff, among senior staff, and on the board. Yet, a significant lack of diversity 
among leadership positions persists. 

● Impacts of the Reimagine Appalaphia & Clean Energy Transition Programs for Pennsylvania: 
Job Creation, Economic Recovery, and Long-Term Sustainability, released by the UMASS-
Amherst Political Economy Research Institute (PERI) in January 2021. Investments in PA 
Green Energy are predicted to produce 243,000 additional jobs according to the report. 
 

Resources: 
● Event Recording: WHE Create Change - Radon Action Month. Women for a Healthy 

Environment hosted a Facebook Live on 1/28/21 with Nate Burden (President of the PA 
chapter of the American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists) and Jacquelyn 
E. Nixon (Citizens for Radioactive Radon Reduction ) to discuss what radon is, how it 
impacts our health, why we should test annually, what resources are available and more. 

○ Watch the recording HERE. 
● Podcast: In This Climate - Air Check: intro to the health effects of fracking. Kristina 

Marusic discusses the health effects of fracking on "In This Climate". Environmental Health 
News’ Pittsburgh reporter Kristina Marusic discussed the impacts of fracking in southwestern 
Pennsylvania and beyond. This is the first episode in a series on fracking. 

○ Listen to the episode HERE. 

Funding Opportunities  

● Reducing Inequities in Cancer Outcomes through Community-Based Interventions on 
Social Determinants of Health (RFA-DP-21-003). This RFA, sponsored by the National 
Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) solicits 
studies that conduct evaluation research to build an evidence base of innovative, 
community-based interventions across multiple social determinants of health to reduce 
racial and ethnic disparities in cancer outcomes.  



  

 

● Center for Health Environment and Justice (CHEJ) has a Small Grants Program for 
grassroots groups working  on environmental health and justice issues. Grassroots 
communities of color, low wealth, rural and urban groups impacted by environmental 
harms are encouraged to apply.  If you are a grassroots group or working directly with a 
group, please consider applying as well. This grant program will support projects that 
help groups move toward their goals by building leadership, increasing capacity, or 
providing training and education. Grants range from $1,000-10,000 depending on 
organizational size. A group doesn’t need a 501 C 3 and cannot have a budget above 
one million dollars. Deadline: February 21 

In the News — Stories Relating to Environmental Cancer Risks and 
Solutions  

Air Pollution  
● American Lung Association - Lung Cancer, Air Pollution and Climate Change – A Call to 

Action (January 11, 2021) 
● Reuters - 2-IEA warns of post-pandemic emissions rebound (January 11, 2021) 
● Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Allegheny County meets all federal air quality standards for 

first time (January 26, 2021) 
● STAT - “But I never smoked’: A growing share of lung cancer cases is turning up in an 

unexpected population (January 26, 2021) 
● ProPublica - Air Quality Regulators in “Cancer Alley” Have Fallen Dangerously Behind 

(January 29, 2021) 
 
Water Pollution 

● Ensia - Life-saving drinking water disinfectants have a “dark side” (January 15, 2021) 
● NEXT Pittsburgh - Plum residents, environmental groups ask Governor Wolf to stop 

fracking waste injection well (January 19, 2021) 
● The Allegheny Front - Report faults dep for failure to protect streams from mining in 

western pa (January 21, 2021) 
 
Environmental Justice 

● The Intercept - Hazardous Homes: Thousands of U.S. Public Housing Residents Live in 
the Country’s Most Polluted Places (January 13, 2021) 

● The New Republic - Why the Environmental Justice Movement Should Think Locally 
(January 18, 2021) 

● WFAE - Asbestos Town: In a three-part series, reporter David Boraks looks at the 
history of asbestos in Davidson, NC, the attempts to renovate a former cotton mill with 
buried asbestos, and how contamination in the historically Black neighborhood nearby 
has stirred up old tensions. (January 25-27, 2021)  

● The Washington Post - Biden to place environmental justice at center of sweeping 
climate plan (January 26, 2021) 

● YaleEnvironment 360 - In a Refinery’s Ashes, Hope for an End to Decades of Pollution 
(January 28, 2021) 



  

 

 
Safer Alternatives  

● NEXT Pittsburgh - CCAC goes big on solar with planned 540-kilowatt panel installation 
(January 14, 2021) 

● DW - A natural substitute for polystyrene (January 14, 2021) 
● Green Biz - How the EU’s new ‘toxic-free’ vision could shape your safer chemicals 

strategy (January 14, 2021) 
● The New York Times - G.M. Will Sell Only Zero-Emission Vehicles by 2035 (January 28, 

2021) 
 
Pesticides 

● Environmental Health News - Op-ed: The reckless embrace of banned pesticides in the 
US (January 5, 2021) 

● Napa Valley Register - Popular organic weed-control product found to include banned 
chemicals (January 14, 2021) 
 

PFAS 
● Chemistry World - PFAS exposure found to increase risk of severe Covid-19 (January 

12, 2021) 
● Safer Chemicals - McDonald’s announces global ban of toxic chemicals in food 

packaging (January 13, 2021) 
● c&en - Mosquito spray tainted with PFAS from shipping containers (January 19, 2021) 
● Bloomberg Law - DuPont, Chemours in $4 Billion ‘Forever Chemicals’ Cost Pact (2) 

(January 22, 2021) 
● The New York Times - Firefighters Battle an Unseen Hazard: Their Gear Could Be Toxic 

(January 26, 2021) 
 
Workplaces 

● State Impact PA - Report: Pennsylvania stands to gain 243,000 jobs a year from clean 
energy investment (January 29, 2021) 
 

Childhood Cancer 
● Massive Science - Chemicals called SVOCs, emitted from household objects, are 

altering children’s microbiomes (January 5, 2021) 
● Environmental Health Network - Op-ed: A push for answers about the environmental 

causes of child cancer (January 14, 2021) 
 
 
See something that you would like to share with the network? Send updates to Talor for the 
March 2021 Digest by emailing talor@womenforahealthyenvironment.org  
 
 
 
 


